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[Insert Date]
[Recipient]
[Title]
[Company]
[Address 1]
[Address 2]
[Address 3]
Dear :
Young adults exude boundless optimism, idealism, and a sense of indestructibility. Cancer, however, robs them of this perspective. They face the complex practical issues of independence, personal finance, and education or career interruption as well as taxing emotional concerns such as dating, fertility, and hopelessness.   The Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults’ programs and services address areas of cancer support, health & wellness, advocacy and education specific to young adults dealing with cancer.
Today, I write to you to solicit your help in raising funds for the great work UCF is doing.  I recently joined their TEAM FIGHT, a motivated group of great people of all ages and abilities training to support young adults and their loved ones affected by cancer.  I have pledged to FIGHT:
Because there are over 70,000 young adults diagnosed with cancer each year.
Because survival rates have NOT increased for young adults in over 35 years.
Because I want to raise awareness.
Because I care and want to make a difference. 
In [enter month of race], I will put on my TEAM FIGHT yellow and take on [enter the name of the race].   As you probably know this type of race takes months of training, and I am fully committed to the training and finishing the race to do my part in the fight against cancer.  I have a fundraising goal of [$   ] to help contribute to the programs the UCF administers and/or supports,  and hope you can contribute [$  ] toward my goal. UCF is a 501c(3) non-profit organization and your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Additionally, every $.89 of every $1 goes toward UCF’s programmatic expenses.    
UCF is unique in helping young adults affected by cancer in that it was the first and only young adult cancer support organization.  They offer a network of support services that addresses the unique needs of this population and empower people to be a voice for this underserved population.  UCF changes lives:  
by offering college scholarships to young adults touched by cancer ($25K in 2010 and over $30K in 2011).
by helping 200+ young adults navigate their cancer diagnosis at University of MD Cancer Center. 
by expanding their navigation efforts to a cancer center in Washington, DC in 2011.
by supporting cancer patients in completing their first 5K through Cancer to 5K.
by having over 100 cancer survivors participate in the Half Full Triathlon.
by having a support group in Columbia, MD on a monthly basis for the past 10 years.
by distributing over 15,000 Guidebooks to cancer centers in all 50 states over the past 10 years.
by connecting young adults with other young adults facing a similar cancer experience.
by working with the Nation's leading Doctors to develop standards of care for the young adult cancer population.
by helping young adults make difficult decisions about fertility, end of life care and how to talk to their spouse and kids about their cancer diagnosis.
by getting holiday gifts donated for young adults and families fighting cancer in the Baltimore area every holiday season.
through raising awareness that caner is the #1 disease killer in the young adult population.
with an attitude of optimism and hope.
by holding cancer patient’s hand when no one else is there.
by helping those with cancer die with dignity when that time comes.

Your support in reaching my fundraising goal is much appreciated.  There are two ways you can donate: 
You can donate online at www.teamfight.org  - search for my name on the bottom right.
OR
You can send a check directly to the Ulman Cancer fund for Young Adults:
Make the check payable to “the Ulman Cancer fund for Young Adults”
In the memo line please write [enter your name]
Send to:
the Ulman Cancer fund for Young Adults
Attention: Team Fight
10440 Little Patuxent Parkway
Suite G1
Columbia, MD 21044

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
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